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AMERICAN GIRL’S EXPERIENCES AS WAR NURSE IN FRANCE

Caught In Ostend by the Sudden
Outbreak of Hostilities She
Volunteered Her Services

—_

-—
Among the Americans at Ostend last summer when the war be-

gan was a girl from Ohio.

Though her friends sailed for the United

States by the earliest boat available, she chose to remain in Europe
and became a nurse in various army hospitals. She relates some of

her experiences below.
S

Ol can't choose the men to
nurse, neither can you choose

the hospital or the locality.
When you volunteer, no
matter  how  many diplomas or

What qualifications there are behind
You, your name is put on the list of
Red Cross nurses and you are at the
beck wnd call of the committess, If
untrained and inexperienced then the
heavy manual part of the work falls
a you. If you have a diploma great
respon litles are yours.

Aniway you take it the European
arm: Mlongs to a big, palpitat-
ing 1 that is fed by youth and
8o I got into it by accident and
Feémained through a sense of duty, for
L knowledge of German and
Fren nakes one invaluable as an
Bttend sl in a hospital, and the three
lang ke pt my services in demand.
Loy my  experience during the
montt T 41 1 have passed through
and dispose of It for any
&moy money, Nothing would
temy repeat it either. The
"'" L1 years and years to my

I'n Lt know 1 was able to do
e\ ! the poor soldlers at a
time were at a premium
becay «re so few-in France.
I by ‘ nscientions  seraples
;li.:u N \ now, when the roster
“‘l k n of women who have
h!“'”' | ~:-m-- instruction in
A|. l’ n i closed the last of
priit ist the rooms were
m‘;. . ise ull the servants
il '. : I had been called to
"4 » o ive lm a villa by the
Vs ‘ i oacquaintance who

i ' my company, a8 she,
s Was getting pretty
ri\‘-\ % soon hegan to ar-
Toma ' t nbers, They did not
gy lvast those able to

few days each con-

— e

tingent crossed the Channel, yet beds
and bandages had to be prepared and
the soldiers nursed, The only ones
left behind were those in a hopeless

condition. As soon as one squad of
wounded left another arrived, and
80 on.

From the very flrst I had volun-

teered, for there were never enough
surgeona or nurses, and all hands were
busy day and night, Sisters of Charity
took the responsibility and the heavy
part of the work and never spared
themselves, There were always Ger-
man soldiers among the wounded. All
of us left in September. 1 went to
England with a last shipload of
wounded but a few days before the
German army began to arrive.

1 will not forget that seven hours
trip agross the turbulent Channel. The
air was full of squalls and the small

hoat tossed like a feather on the
fretted water. The wounded men—
fifty in all—were very patient and

never complained. Knowing the trip
would be rough fhey were all made to
lie down, cabins having heen reserved
for them. Such a trip was not a good
thing for the weakened soldiers, but
leaving them behind for the Germans
to make prisoners of was not to be
thought of. As many as could be ac-
commodated at the nearby hospitals
in France had already leen sent there.

Every one was [l on that crossing,
and the unfortunate part was that it
took a long time for the boat to land,
as it had to sneak in between gusts of
wind, Now that it i8 all in the past
I can look back and see touches of
humor, hut none of ns thought of
smiling then,

The faithful nuns stood by their
charges as long as they could, but
many of them became as helpless as
their patients, When we finally got
anchored in calm water and the poor
nuns plcked themselves up one by one
the picture was more droll still. That
is to say to one not afMicted with mal
de mer.

Two of the men died before we
reached shore, one from heart failure,
one who had but a slight chance of
recovery hefore we left. The latter
realized his condition, but had begged
piteously to be taken back to hls home
in Waterford, Ireland. The sufferings

of all the men were somewhat
ened by oplates injected by the
tors,

We were received by the British
with open arms and what fine care
they took of us all! Things seemed
8o spotless, the air so pure after our
stay in the crowded hotel ambulance,
the tea was so good and there seemed
to be a nurse and doctor to each pa-
tient. I gave my services in the ban-
dage room those sadly glorious days
of Indian summer and would have
liked to stay there, for [t was very
agreeable golng in to chat a little every
day with my old patients. But duty
called me elsewhere,

Late in October word came of the
insufficient number of attendants for
the wounded in France, so T with gev-
eral trained Britlsh nurses went to
Boulogne. Conditions there were so
appalling that it seemed to me we were
living through some maddening night-
mare. The scarcity of nurses caused
me to be assigned to serious cases and
the little T had learned al Owstend
served me well,

We were at one of the large mari-
time hospitals and wounded men ar-
roved every day. In one week alone
fully 500 were turned away. In our
building there were several hundred
patients, yet only fifty nurses and
about a dozen doctors, We were so
overcrowded that soldiers were placed
on mattresses or on the floor on
qullts.

Naturally nurses
alike overworked.

light-
doe-

and surgeons were
A nurse would of-
fer such pleas as “"Do come gquickly,
doctor. This boy's wound must be at-
tended to before it is too late,” or
“Doctor, I've done all T can with my
new case, Will you not step here a
moment to look at this wound?’ The
overstrained medical man would shake
his head and reply: *“I ean't be In two
places at the same time. 1 don't dare
hurry with this operation.”

There are many things too anguish-
ing to tell, I want to forget them,
Anxious hours passed thus. No cut
Is as cruel as that left by shrapnel,
and generally there are several
wounds on a soldier who has been
struck by shrapnel. Each wound has
to be cleaned and dressed and it is
not possible to do the work quickly,

Often when we reach:d “the next
patient” he had ceased to suffer. There
were many deaths among the traln-
loads of wounded from Furnes. Some
of the men had been lying days In
the trenches or flelds, Their wounds
may not have heen serious at first, but
exposure, chill, scarcity of nourish-
ment and lack of antiseptic treatment
got In thelr work with the fatal ald
of gangrene. | knew a young soldier
who had hils arm amputated because
of a neglected lesh wound on a finger.
We had scores of lockjaw patients,

There was no such thing as rest in
Doulogne. 1 was mo fatigued that
when 1 lay down to sleep my whole

body throbbed. My conscience would
not let me stay still, knowing as 1
did that there were so many soldiers
thirsting for attention, that walting
on them meant for them not only ease
from paln, but perhaps life. Then
bathing and pulling off the stained
and muddy clothing gave them such
relief that the nurses could not re-
fuse the attention.

The place was =0 crowded that only

one tiny hall was reserved for the
nurses and here we stayed a few
hours at a time. In those dreary

days no one thought of personal coms-
fort,

Several weeks went by and 1 was
about to break down under the strain
when fortunately a boatload of doc-
tors and nurses from Folkestone
landed., Had I been a more experi-
enced nurse and understood how to
mest the situation and had 1 heen
less gusceptible to the sufferings of the
soldiers the life would not have been
S0 wearing.

At the beginning
went to Dunkirk, my services having
heen asked for in the bandage room
of a hospital just being opened. The
very day of my arrival in the com-
pany of a Scotch nurse, an auxiliary
like myself, we went to the station
alter my baggage.

As we came out an
geon we Knew joined ux., He was on
his way to see some patients “in a
shed,” as he expressed it, and out
of curiosity we walked into the shed—
a big, bare structure that in time of
peace holds frelght, The floor was
now covered with straw and several
wounded men lay thereon, Theyv wore
their shoes and clothes and ha! been
deposited In the makeshift Lospital
until there was a vacancy som where
else,

Here T had struck the same condi-
tion as in Boulogne, but it seomed
to me far worse, as in Boulogne the
men were at least undressed and
washed, Dunkirk was deserted by its
wealthler class when the Germans be-
gan to come near. The houses left
open were occupled by refugees and
there was no room for the wounded

of November 1

English sur-

soldiers, At that time there were four
hospitals at Dunkirk, two military
hospitals under the French Govern-

ment and the two others opened in
November hy British subjects,
Dunkirk Is practically but ffteen
minutes from Furnes, which Is near
Dixmude and the trenches, therefore
a “collective base” for the wounded,
Had all the badly wounded been left
at Dunkirk and quick attention given
I belleve 20 per cent, of the saldiers
who perished could have been saved.
My companlon was anxious to visit
the ambulance Inaugurated hy the
Duchess of Sutherland, =o after leav-
Ing the shed we (ook the tram to
Malo. The other ambulance fitted hy
Beoteh philanthropists, Mr. and Mrs.
Finnes, 18 near by, Both are heautl-

fully situated on the shore and were
used before the war as hotels,

The original intention of
Duchess of Sutherland and her hus-
band, Mr, Fitzgerald, was to take care
of a certaln number of Dritish
wounded, but as soon as they learned
of the unfortunates lying at the depot
they had another dormitory added.
The same was true of the Florence
Finnes Ambulance, where instead of
100 wounded there were within a few
days more than twice that number of
patients representing all warring na-
tionalities.

The unanticipated increase caunght
both placea with an insufficlent num-
ber of nurses, and these spoke nothing
but their own language. A wounded
German had just arrived that morn-
ing and as 1 passged his cot an English
nurse was leaning over him trying to
understand what he was asking for.
I stopped to Interpret, and later as [
was passing down stairs Mr. Fitzgerald
asked if T would not remain until
another nurse who spoke German
arrived. So again I was in active har-

the

Nnesy,
The work at this ambulance was
all on one floor, the dormitory wus

bright and the view of the sea superhb
and as hours were systematic and we
had stated time on and off my duties
as auxiliary were not too responsible
I did a little of everything there, mak-
ing myself generally useful as at the
uther hospitals,

The nurses awalted were slow In
coming and T would have remained on
indefinitely at the ambulance but for
the too large doses of fresh air. All
the nurses as well as orderlies wear
white cotton uniforms, with eanvas
shoes of white, There was a wretched
draught through the entire hotel day
and nlght, T ecaught a violent eold
that kept me in bed a week. Return-
ng to the dormitory with its “open
door and window polley” was not to be
considered, For a change 1 went
to Paris to spend Christmas with
friends.

The call of the wounded soldier was
still in my ecars, and as by that time 1,
had had considerable experience as
auxiliary I put my name on a list
after having submitted my papers, for
even though one does volunteer work
one has now to have passed some kind
of an examination cither In the way
of actual experience or in a class of
first aid. It was New Year's Day, and
I was sure that with so many names
lined before mine my vacation would
be prolonged. Before the week passed,
however, I was assigned to a large
ambulance at Passy,

The work there was least satisfac-
tory of any in my experience and in
many waye It was trying, as there
seemed no head to the institution,
Here the nurses had to furnish their
costumes and have them laundered,
and if they took meals there they had
to pay for them, 1 lunched at the

Her Anxious and Trying Work in

the Army Hospitals.

Terrible

Wounds Made by Shrapnel

ambulance, preferring to take my
other two repasts at the hotel

Nearly all the soldiers are French
with the exception of a few Turcos
and Senegalese.  The Africans are
like grown up children. All  the
patients must have their hands taken
care of, but when it came to mani-
curing the nails of a Turco oftener

than once a day 1 swore off.

I had to write letters for the two
in my ward. They had only picked up
a few words since being in France, but
it was astonighing how they made
thems=elves understood. One day | sat
down to write a letter for a Turco who

had not ecalled on my pen for some
time. He said the letter was to his
last wife I don't know how many
he had and was not inquisitive

enough to ask, but began: “My Chere

Femme, "
Non, non, pas ca.” scowled the fel-
low impatiently. “1 want them to
I've died, They all know 1 was

think
wountded, and now please tell them I'm

dead. 1 don’t ever want to go back
home., Then 1 can stay and marry
vou,"

The hours were long at the Passy

Ambulance and 1 was on my feet from
MM, il 8 P M, It was generally
% o'clock by the time 1 reached my
hotcl, and as a specia! favor to a vol-
unt er foreigner nursing the wounded
the proprietor had dinnor kept hot for
me. Often I would oni; take a bite,
then tumble into bed. 1 had ten beds
to mak * every day; [ help d the con-
vilescents to dress and vndress; 1
ran errands for my men bes des read-

ing and writing when they . sked it;
twice a day 1 went'to the dietary
kitchen to prepare food for my pa-

tients who were not allowed to partake
of the regular fare,

Trying to Keep up the spirits of the
wounded is not always easy when they
hegin to realize what the absence of
sight or a limb signifies. Dut T have
no fault to find with any of the sol-
diers. They were a patient, good tem-
pered, considerate lot of men who
were grateful for every effort of mine,

I did not find my assoclations at the
ambulance congenial. The nurses
represented almost every stratum of
soclety, As every one Knows, the
European trained nurse of former
times differs from the American, In
France she has been lttle higher than
a domestic. But she does know some-
thing of nursing and she has endur-
ance, However, in the ambulance she
played second fiddle to the women who
had taken up the work only recently.

Many of the latter cling to their

wonderful colffures, ringed fingers, &ec,
They only want to nurse the officers,
and here poor little plou-piou scores,
for the other nurse is handed down to
him and he lLenetits by the exchange

There was jealousy and petty bicker-
ing among the volunteers and 1 was
glad to be considered an outsider, |

escaped falling in love with any of my
patients, for which offence one of the
nurses one day accused me of having
no heart

Harlem Y. W.C. A.’s Home

ORK on the new home of
W Harlem branch of the Y. W
C. A. at the corner of
124th

The money for this new building
Harlem

lLenox
vVenue
sun

and strect has Just e

represents the branch's share

of the four million dollar fund co
lected last vear by the National Y
W. C. A, This fund, a» stated during

the campaign for raising it, is Intendol
only for new butldings and permanent
repulrs

The new building of the Harlem
hranch will be one of the handsomest
and most complete of its Kind It s
to he fireproof with seven stories and o
roof garden. On this roof garden there
will be an out of door tennis court and
a bhooth for moving pictures. The din-
ing room, which in the old building wais
in the basement, will be next to the
roof with a southwesterly exposure,
There will be a new and larger gym-
nasium and the swimming pool will be
one of the largest, if not the largest,
in New York, The large recreation
hall will be arranged in such a man-

ner that it can be used as an awdl-
torium or theatre, while on the two
floors rererved exclusively for eduoca-
tional work there will be no fixed
henches or chairs. These rooms on
occasions can be thrown together or
made smaller by folding partitions

and doors.

In the new dormitory there will e
no dark rooms, The lbrary will be
cnlarged and in addition to sewing
rooms, press rooms, several large re-
ceptlon and recreation rooms there
will be a dozen or more small private
parlors for the girls to receive thei
callers. One unique feature is the hos-
pital suite. This wlll censist of two
wards, the nurse's room, o sitting
room, two haths and a Kitchenetts
This sulte also has a southwesterly
exposure and 8 so arranged that |t
can he cut off entirely from the rest ol
the house,

FIGHTING



